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THE FACE FLY

Ralph E. Williams, Extension Entomologist

The face fly, Musca autumnlais (De Geer), which
closely resembles the house fly, attacks livestock chiefly
on the head, face and neck. Beef and dairy cattle,
horses and open-faced sheep are the principal animals
bothered by this pest. They feed, without piercing the
skin, upon the mucous secretions around the eyes,
nose and lips and upon fresh wounds or saliva deposits
on the shoulders, neck, brisket and legs.

DISTRIBUTION

During 1950-1951 the face fly was introduced into
Nova Scotia from Europe and by 1953 was found in the
northeastern U.S.; by 1960 it had spread to 26 states in
the northeastern quarter of the U.S. The fly was first
reported in Indianain 1959 and is now a major livestock
pest throughout the state.

IMPORTANCE

Face flies are of primary economic importance as
an annoyance to cattle, horses, and less frequently to
swine. On cattle, a disruption of grazing, poor utilization
of feedstuffs with subsequent weight loss or reduced
milk production, and diseases can occur when fly popu-
lations are not controlled. Face flies have been impli-
cated in the transmission of conjunctivitis (pinkeye),
infectious abortion, and eyeworm (Thelazia sp.) in
cattle.

BIOLOGY

Face flies are about 20 percent larger than house
flies, being slightly longer and more robust. The adults
are active from early spring to late autumn with only
females normally being found on cattle and horses.
Males frequent and feed on pollen produced by flower-
ing vegetation. Atnight, both sexes are foundrestingon
inanimate objects.

The face fly overwinters as an adult, hibernating in
protected places such as building lofts and attics. Here,
they can become a serious domestic pest by crawling

on walls, windows and floors during winter warm spells
and when they become active just before leaving the
hibernation site. The flies mate shortly after becoming
active in early spring. During this time flies congregate
in sunny spots on high buildings near ventilator opening
or cracks and crevices.

Adult face flies will feed on several kinds of large
mammals, but do not lay eggs in or develop naturally in
the manure of any animals except cattle. Furthermore,
female face flies lay their eggs only in freshly deposited
cow manure prior to crust formations — particularly that
from animals on rangeland or pasture. Face flies do not
lay eggs in manure piles around barns and stables orin
the disturbed, urine-saturated and trampled droppings
usually associated with beef feedlots and drylots.

In the manure, eggs hatch in about one day, and
the larvae complete their development in 2 1/2 to 4
days. As the larvae mature, they turn from white to

PURDUE UNIVERSITY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE « WEST LAFAYETTE, IN 47907






